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Pair of Antique Restauration Paris Porcelain Claret-Ground
Vases

£3,500

An extremely fine and high quality pair of Restauration gilt
and polychrome painted Paris Porcelain two-handled vases
probably by Nast Fréres Manufactory, each of urn form with a
gilded rim above scrolled acanthus-wrapped handles, the
bodies decorated at the front with framed Continental views
each with trees in the foreground, one showing figures on
horses in front of a river below an Italianate fortified town,
the other scene showing figures on horeback in the
foreground with a ruin beyond, within gilt borders, on a
mottled raspberry or claret ground. The reverse of each vase
with elaborate medallions in matte and burnished gold
depicting winged putto, each on a spreading circular foot and
fluted square base decorated with hanging beehives

SKU: C4062

Depth: 14.5 cm (5.75 inches)
Height: 29 cm (11.75 inches)
Width: 18 cm (7 inches)

Year: French. Early 19th Century

Whilst this pair of vases bare close comparison with examples made by the Sévres Porcelain Factory, the lack of the Sevres mark makes
it impossible to ascribe them to the latter. Rather they should be described under the collective term of ‘Paris Porcelain’ that included
about 37 factories appearing in and around the capital during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Due to the number of
different factories and often lack of markings it is generally impossible to distinguish the names of the different makers. However
based on their exceptional quality as well as their individual style, it is very likely that they were made by Nast Freres. In particular
they compare with a pair of vases of circa 1820 by the same firm in the Musée du Louvre, Paris which are of the same amphorae form
as here; likewise they are decorated on the fronts with similar intricately painted Continental landscape above foliate bands but have
winged figural handles and a dark red rather than raspberry red ground. The model for the pair of vases in the Louvre was introduced
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by Nast at the 1819 Exposition des Produits des Manufackdés 44 d dds220857h the ‘Annales de Ulndustrie’ at which date the vases
were white with decoration painted in relief. When the Nast Manufactory again exhibited the same type of vase at the 1823 exhibition,
King Louis XVIII purchased a pair decorated with Italian views, of which one showed Lake Trasimeno. Like the latter pair, the present
landscape views were almost certainly inspired by Italianate paintings of Jean-Victor Bertin (1767-1842) and engraved by Charles
Ransonnette in circa 1800-2.

The Nast Manufactory was founded by Jean Népomucéne Hermann Nast (1754-1817) who, born in Austria, worked at as a porcelain
manufacturer in Versailles before acquiring his own factory in Paris in 1783. Following its successes through sales to the French
Directory and the court of Napoleon I, Nast opened a much larger Paris factory in 1806. There Nast, aided by his two sons Henri and
Francois, introduced new techniques for the application of gold porcelain in high bas-relief which he patented in 1810. The
manufactory was also in the forefront of developing new strong coloured glazes, for instance working with French chemist Louis
Vauquelin, Nast created an intense malachite green glaze called viridian that was able to remain stable at very high temperatures.

The firm’s products were sold to the cream of French society, European royalty as well as President James Madison of America.
Following the death of Nast in 1817, the factory was successfully continued by his sons who won many clientele and gained significant
approval, not least from King Louis XVIII, who when visiting an exhibit of the firm’s wares at the Louvre during the Paris Expostition of
1819, praised Henri and Francois Nast, noting “| observe with great pleasure the talent passed from father to son, | urge you to
cultivate this.”

The present pair of vases, like those by Nast Fréres in the Louvre represents a technical feat since they are made exclusively of
porcelain - even the handles, which appear to be made of bronze. The fact that Nast Freres declined to use gilt bronze caused much
concern for Alexandre Brongniart, the director of Sevres since his workshops were still unable to produce vases of such size without
the addition of gilt bronze mounts. Moreover, Brongniart was piqued to see King Louis XVIII purchase these types of vases from Nast
Freres, since he considered that the king should solely support the establishments of which he was the protector. Nevertheless Louis
XVIII continued to be ‘disloyal’ to the Royal Manufactory.
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