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Pair of Reverse Glass Still Life Paintings of Fruit

A fine pair of reverse glass paintings depicting still life
arrangements of fruit and nuts arranged in in bowls.
Presented on their original carved and gilt-wood frames. The
technique of reverse painting on glass involves great skill,
this is because the details have to be painted first with the
background being the final part of the painting to be painted-
the opposite to how paintings are typically created.

SKU: C2624
Height: 35 cm (14 inches) framed
Width: 45 cm (18 inches) framed
Year: French. Early 19th Century

Reverse painting on glass is an art form consisting of applying paint to a piece of glass and then viewing the image by turning the
glass over and looking through the glass at the image. Another term used to refer to the art of cold painting and gilding on the back of
glass is verre églomisé, named after the French decorator Jean-Baptiste Glomy (1711–86), who framed prints using glass that had been
reverse-painted. In German it is known as Hinterglasmalerei.

This art form has been around for many years. It was widely used for sacral paintings since the Middle Ages. The most famous was the
art of icons in the Byzantine Empire. Later the painting on glass spread to Italy, where in Venice it influenced its Renaissance art. Since
the middle of the 18th century, painting on glass became favored by the Church and the nobility throughout Central Europe. A number
of clock faces were created using this technique in the early-to-mid-19th century.


